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                                   Dates for Your Diary.

Sunday 1st June

Extra Association Apiary Practical

2pm

Sunday 15th June
Association Apiary Practical

2pm

Sunday 29th June
Association Apiary Practical

2pm

Sunday 1st June 2014 -  2pm
As many indications were pointing to swarming season being early this year, it was felt that two extra meetings would take place up at the association apiary – mainly for beginners and only short meetings (no tea or coffee).  The first was on Sunday 4th May and we looked for swarming indicators and the second is on Sunday 1st June 2014.
June in the Apiary
June can be a busy and nerve wracking month – if your bees haven’t already swarmed you will have to carry on weekly inspections to check for evidence of swarming; if your bees have swarmed or you managed to split / artificially swarm them then you will be waiting anxiously for the new queen to lay.  In Beecraft this month it advices that the new queen could start laying  in as little as 15 days after the old queen departed in a swarm – this however is likely to be if all weather conditions are favourable or it could take two weeks longer if the new queen emerges during a spell of wet and windy weather and you will then be on tender hooks wondering whether you actually have a mated queen.  You must give the new queen enough time to hatch, get built up to “tip top” mating condition, go on the mating flights – which can take a few days, then settle down in the colony before egg laying begins. 
Although June is a little late, I wanted to mention comb changing.  We often talk about taking out dirty comb when we do our inspections and putting back clean, then moving these frames into the centre of the box, over time, which changes some comb within the brood area – I like to think of this method as non-intrusive, but it is time consuming.  

Another way is to do a Bailey Comb Change which results in a completely new, clean brood box and then the old box is taken away.  You need to make up a completely clean brood box with frames and foundation.  During your inspection you must find the queen and put her in a cage for safe keeping.  Put a queen excluder over the top of the old brood area and put the new brood box on top of this.  The queen is then released into the clean brood box (yes all by herself!).  If you have a super of honey you must put another queen excluder underneath it before adding, otherwise put on the crown board, a feeder & eke, then the roof.  The idea is that the house bees will come up from the dirty brood area to draw wax, attend the queen, start putting away stores etc.  Some house bees stay behind to look after the emerging brood, but after 24 days (length of time for drone to emerge), all the bees will be up in the new freshly drawn brood box.   Remove the bottom box and queen excluder, add a new half brood when required and “hey presto” you have a completely clean hive!
If you do a Bailey Comb Change in April / May it will slow the colony down sufficiently to ward off swarming early – I am not saying that they won’t swarm at all!  

Another topic rather close to my heart and one that I want to air is Biosecurity or apiary hygiene to you and me!  It is important to keep tools clean, soaking them in washing soda after each visit to your own apiary.  I would however try and deter you from using your hive tools in other people’s (including the associations) apiaries, without a good soaking with washing soda before and after.  Preferably I would use the tools available at the site you are visiting.  You should also use different gloves for different apiaries – washing up gloves are ideal for this and again wash thoroughly with washing soda after use.  All boxes removed from a hive should be either scrubbed with washing soda and air dried or scorched using a gas blow torch before being put away.  Frames removed from the hive and wax removed should also be given similar treatment before being re-waxed for future use.  This does all take time, I know, but a “stitch in time, saves nine” and it is better to be safe than sorry.  
NOTES FROM THE ASSOCIATION MEETING ON SUNDAY 4th MAY
We looked at the strong colony in the new site and the bad tempered colony.

Strong colony:

The colony was bursting with bees and plenty of stores.  Lots of eggs, house bees and a number of advancing play cups on the bottom of the half brood.  No space for the queen to lay.  As the next inspection was to be two weeks the decision was made to split the colony.  We found the queen and captured her.  Frames of brood, food and empty frames were put into the brood box on the site next door.  House bees were shaken in to further boost the colony, then the queen was popped in, the roof added and the bees left to their own devices.  In the old colony new frames were added to replace the ones removed and the hive sealed.
Grumpy colony:
Maureen had bought some tobacco at the Pembrokeshire show and we used some in the smoker to help pacify the bees.  However, I think the gene pool may have changed and the colony was actually quite happy (not because of the tobacco!) and we didn’t have to smoke them much throughout the whole inspection.

This is quite a strong colony, but it did have some space in the brood boxes for the queen to lay.  No sign of queen cells.  We found and marked the queen – white so that we could see her next time.  Will be checked again in 2 weeks to see if queen cells have appeared.
********************************


A NOTE TO PEOPLE WHO WANT SWARMS by Maureen Macleod

Please let Cathy or me know your name number and where you live and if a swarm comes up in your area I will call you out.
Swarm collection does NOT mean that I collect the swarm and deliver to you in a cardboard box. It means that you have to go out and collect it yourself.
I try to make sure that the swarm is indeed collectable, and that they are indeed honeybees, but this is not always possible and you have to be patient and kind as the general public does NOT always know the difference between honeybees Bumblebees and wasps. You should NOT  just walk away but do your best to help, after all you have a bee-suit and they don’t! This denotes a duty of care.
They might be in an impossible place, and if a nuisance they will have to be destroyed, the best way to do this is to put ant powder round where ever it is they are going in and out, there may be many entrances, buy some and keep ready, it will save petrol in the long run.
Bumble-bees are protected and you must not destroy them unless in an extreme case, if left alone they will not be a problem, and you can assure the people that they will be gone by September and that there will never be a lot of them in the nest. Explain that they are something rare and precious and amazing to watch.
It’s too early as yet to worry about wasps, but they can be a problem later on, again ant or wasp powder can be puffed round the entrance if in a difficult place such as a hole in the ground, or in a bird nest box. If it’s a hanging nest you can remove it, after dark is best as all the wasps will be inside, the entrance is at the bottom and small piece of foam will shut them in. You then slide a plastic bucket upwards from the bottom to the top and then cut through the fixing with a sharp knife, get the lid on quickly and it all sounds very easy! (I use a fat ball bucket from the bird feeder) make a hole in the lid and petrol kills them pretty fast. BUT no matches
With no pest control department at the council any more, many people cannot afford to pay a private company to help them and it’s these companies who often recommend beekeepers, and I don’t think a little charity work does any of us any harm.
Lastly, the best way to catch a swarm is with a bait hive. This is an empty hive, full size, floor brood box crown board and roof, full of frames and foundation and a swarm lure. Bees will always be attracted to where other bees are kept, and so an empty hive placed about 4 feet up and facing south if possible somewhere in your garden or apiary, should do well, especially this year as not many bees died in the winter and swarms will be all over the place looking for a home. Good luck

If you have something you would like to put in a newsletter, something to sell, some recipes for later in the season, foraging material or just a beekeeping experience please send it to Cathy –catherinetansley@btinternet for inclusion in the next  newsletter.
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